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Objectives

At the end of this unit, you wll
Be aware of the following

Early Bel arussian control by Lithuania (1240
onwar ds)

I nfl uence of Roman Catholic and Eastern
Orthodox religious practice in historic Bel arus
Partitions (divisions) of Poland (1772-95) by
Russia, Prussia and Austria which included the
regi on of present day Bel arus

Devastating i npact of World War | on the

Bel arussi an region

Political persecutions experienced by
Bel arussi an peopl es under Stalin in the 1930s

Destruction experienced by Belarus during Wrld

War |1 under Russian and German occupation
Current political ties between Bel arussia and
Russi a

|dentify

Pol at sk, Bel arussi an SSR

Pol oni ze, Treaty of Riga (1921)

Uni at e, New Econom c Policy-NEP (1921-28)
Uni on of Brest, Collectivization

Reuni fication, Stalinization

Kast us Kal i nowski, Cul tural Chernobyl
ClS, Alma-Ata Declaration
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Realize

Eras of mgration of peoples fromthe historic
Bel arus regi on

Damagi ng effect of Stalin’ s purges after World
VWar ||

Heavy- handedness of Khruschev’s policies on
Bel arussi an cultural identity

Steps |l eading to i ndependence of Bel arussia
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1. Early History

a. Origins “Belarus's origins can be traced from
the enmergence in the late ninth century A D. of Kievan
Rus', the first East Slavic state. After the death of
its ruler, Prince Yaroslav the Wse, in 1054, Kievan
Rus' split into a nunber of principalities, each
centered on a city. One, Polatsk (PAHI|ahtsk, |ocated
120 mles north northeast of Mnsk, [Polotsk in
Russi an]), becane the nucl eus of nodern-day Bel arus”
(Unl ess stated ot herwi se, the foll ow ng quotes cone
fromLibrary of Congress Country Study--Belarus, 29 Sep
1995).

b. Lithuanian Control «in 1240, after the Tatar
overthrow of Kiev, the dom nant principality of Kievan
Rus', Bel orussia (bye-|oh-RAH shahn) and part of
Ukr ai ne canme under the control of Lithuania.

The resulting state was cal |l ed
the Grand Duchy (DUCH ee) of
Li thuania, Rus', and Sanogitia (sa-
mah- JI -shah). Because territories
i nhabi ted by East Slavs made up about
90 percent of the Gand Duchy, they
exerted a great cultural influence on
t he new state.

O ficial business was conducted in a Slavic
| anguage (a predecessor of both Bel orussian and
Ukrainian, a liturgical |anguage of Othodox and Uni ate
churches in Slavic | ands) based on A d Church Sl avonic,
and the | aw code was based on that of Kievan Rus'.”
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2. Polish and Catholic Impact

a. Roman Catholic Church “The union of Krevo
(1385), which joined Poland and the Grand Duchy in a
confederation, hinged on Lithuanian G and Duke
Jogail a's conversion from paganismto Roman Cat holicism
and his subsequent nmarriage to twel ve-year-old Queen
Jadwi ga of Poland. Thus he becane Wadysl aw I |
Jagiello (val h-DI S-1ahf yahg- YEL-10h), king of Pol and.

Pol and and Lithuania were later united into a
single state, the Polish-Lithuani an Conmonweal t h, by
the Union of Lublin (1569).

When Roman Cat holici sm becane the offici al
religion of Lithuania shortly after Jagiello's
conversion, the Lithuanian and Bel orussian nobility
began converting from Othodoxy to Catholicismand
assimlating Polish culture (including the | anguage), a
process accelerated by the Union of Lublin. As a
result, the Bel orussian peasantry was rul ed by those
who shared neither their |anguage nor its religion,
Eastern Ot hodoxy.”

b. Uniate Catholic Church “The Union of Brest
(1596), which united the Roman Catholic Church with the
part of the Orthodox Church that was within the
Pol i sh-Li t huani an Commonweal t h, was vi ewed favorably by
both the Polish king, Sigisnund Vasa Il (ZI G noont
VAH sah), and a nunber of Othodox bishops, clergy, and
faithful.
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The new Uni ate Church acknow edged
t he supremacy of the Roman Cat holic pope
and accepted articles of Roman Catholic
religious doctrine. 1In return, the
Uni ate Church retained its traditional
Orthodox rites and custons as well as a
measure of autonony in non-doctrinal
matters; it was al so given the sane
rights and privileges as the Roman
Cat hol i ¢ Church

However, fear of the new church's becom ng
Latinized and Pol oni zed (process of changi ng nati onal
identity of non-Poles to a culture simlar to that of
Pol i sh peopl es) caused many of the Orthodox faithful to
reject the union, and the Othodox Church continued to
exi st al ongside the Uniate Church in an often bitter
struggl e.

In the aftermath of the Union of Brest, both civil
and religious authorities persecuted the Othodox
Church and supported the Uniates in their takeover of
Ot hodox property. Social conditions deteriorated,
there was a | arge-scale revolt against Polish
| andowners in 1648-54 (coinciding with the
Khnel ' nyts' kyi [chnyel - NYlI T- skee, nane of Cossack
| eader who revolted against Poland in 1648] rebellion
in Wkraine), and many Bel orussians fled to the
Ukr ai ni an steppes to join the Cossacks. There was
little econom c devel opnent in Bel orussian | ands, and
the vast majority of the Bel orussian popul ation |ived
on subsistence agriculture.”

3. The Divisions of Poland

a. Russia, Prussia, and Austria divisions,

1772-95 <“Belorussia remained a part of Poland unti
Russia, Prussia, and Austria carried out the three
partitions of Poland in 1772, 1793, and 1795. After
the last partition, the entire territory of Belorussia
found itself part of the Russian Enpire, with the
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exception of a snmall piece of land in the west, which
was held by Prussia.”

b. Uniate suppression
“Orthodox Russia tolerated the Uniate
Church to a certain degree, but in
1839, when three-quarters of al
Bel orussi ans were Uni ates, Tsar
Ni cholas | (wth the support of the
Russi an Ot hodox Church) abolished the
Uni ate Church and forced the Uni ates
to reconvert to Othodoxy.

He al so banned the use of the name "Bel orussia"
and replaced it with the nane "Northwest Territory"
(Severo-zapadnyy kray, in Russian). Overall, the state
pursued a policy of Russification (process of changing
national identity of non-Russians to one simlar to
that of the Russians).”

c. Peasant woes “At the time serfdom was
abolished in the Russian Enpire in 1861, Bel orussia was
essentially a nation of peasants and | andl ords.

Al t hough they had their freedom
the peasants had little else: they
remai ned poor and | argely |andl ess.
The inposition of the Russian
| anguage, the Orthodox religion,
heavy taxes, and mlitary service
| asting twenty-five years made the
past under Polish rule seem better
than the present under the tsars.”

4. Early Belorussian Nationalism

a. Kalinowski “it was those nenories that
Kast us Kal i nowski (1838-64) tried to evoke in his
cl andesti ne newspaper Mizhytskaya Prawda (Peasants'
Truth), which he published to inspire an uprising in
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solidarity with the Polish-Lithuanian insurrection
agai nst Russia in January 1863.

The insurrection failed, and the Polish
territories and people were absorbed directly into the
Russi an Enpire. Kalinowski, today considered the
foundi ng father of Belorussian nationalism was hanged
in Vilnius (VIL-nee-ahs, 100 m|es west northwest of
M nsk, present day capital of Lithuania).”

b. Emigration (1870-1920) “Despite the
i ndustrial devel opnent that took place in Belorussia
during the 1880s and 1890s, unenpl oynent and poverty
were w despread, giving inpetus to |arge-scale
mgrations. In the fifty years leading up to the
Bol shevi k Revolution, alnost 1.5 mllion persons
em grated fromBelorussia to the United States and to
Si beria.”

c. Cultural Rebirth 1906-18

“Fol l owm ng the defeat of Russia in
t he Russo-Japanese War and the
Revol ution of 1905, strikes and
peasant disorders erupted

t hroughout the Russian Enpire; to
stemthe unrest the tsar granted,
and then extended, civil |iberties.
Russian authorities were forced to
relax their repressive policies on
non- Russi an et hni ¢ groups,
pronpting a national and cul tural
fl owering in Bel orussia.

The ban on the Bel orussi an | anguage (and ot her
non- Russi an | anguages) was |ifted, although there were
still restrictions on its use; education was expanded,
and peasants began to attend school for the first tine;
Bel orussian witers published classics of nodern
Bel orussian literature; and the weekly newspaper Nasha
Niva (Qur Cornfield), published by the Bel orussi an
Socialist Party, lent the nane ‘nashanivism to this
period (1906-18) of Belorussian history.”

5. World War and Revolution
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a. World War | “The outbreak of World War | in
1914 turned Belorussia into a zone of strict nartial
law, mlitary operations, and great destruction. Large
Cerman and Russian arm es fought fiercely and caused
t he expul sion or departure of nore than 1 mllion
civilians fromthe country.

The Russi an governnent's inept war
efforts and ineffective economc policies
pronpted high food prices, shortages of
goods, and many needl ess deaths in the war.
Di scontent in the cities and the
countrysi de spread, leading to strikes,
riots, and the eventual downfall of the
tsari st governnent.”

b. 1917 Revolutions “The two revol utions of
1917--the February Revol ution and the Bol shevi k
Revol uti on--gave nationally consci ous Bel orussi ans an
opportunity to advance their political cause.

Bol shevism did not have nmany foll owers anong the
natives of Belorussia; instead, local political life
was dom nated by the Socialist Revolutionary Party, the
Menshevi ks (group advocating parlianmentary, gradual
socialismrather than violent overthrow |like the
Bol shevi ks), the Bund (Jew sh Soci alist novenent), and
various Christian nmovenents in which the clergy of both
t he Russian Orthodox Church and the Polish Catholic
Church played significant roles.

The Bel orussian political cause was represented by
the Bel orussian Socialist Party, the Sociali st
Revol utionary Party, the Leninist Social Denocratic
Party, and various nationalist groups advocating
nmoderate forns of socialism”
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c. Belorussian SSR “In Decenber
1917, nore than 1,900 del egates to the
Al | - Bel orussi an Congress (Rada) net in
M nsk to establish a denocratic
republ i can governnent in Bel orussia, but
Bol shevi k sol di ers di sbanded t he
assenbly before it had finished its
del i berati ons.

The Treaty of Brest-Litovsk in March 1918 put nost
of Bel orussia under German control, but on March 25,
1918, the Central Executive Commttee of the Rada
nullified the treaty and proclai med the i ndependence of
t he Bel orussian National Republic. Later that year,
t he German governnent, which had guaranteed the new
state's independence, collapsed, and the new republic
was unabl e to resist Bel orussian Bol shevi ks supported
by the Bol shevi k governnent in Moscow. The Bel orussi an
Sovi et Soci alist Republic (Belorussian SSR) was
establi shed on January 1, 1919, by force of arns.”

d. Treaty of Riga “For the next
two years, Belorussia was a prize in
t he Polish-Soviet War, a conflict
settled by the Treaty of Riga (REE-
gah, seaport capital of present day
Latvia) in March 1921. Under the terns
of the treaty, Belorussia was divided
into three parts:

(1) The western portion, which was absorbed
into Pol and

(2) Central Belorussia, which forned the
Bel orussi an SSR

(3) Eastern portion, which becane part of
Russi a.
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The Bel orussi an SSR was incorporated into the
Sovi et Uni on when the Soviet Union was founded in
Decenber 1922.

The territory of the Bel orussian SSR was enl ar ged
in both 1924 and 1926 by the addition of Bel orussian
et hnographi c regions that had becone part of Russia
under the Treaty of Riga. The area of the republic was
expanded fromits original post-treaty size of 51,800
square kilonmeters to 124,320 square kiloneters, and the
popul ation increased from1.5 mllion to al nost 5
mllion persons.”

e. New Economic Policy 1921-28 “The New
Econom c Policy (NEP, program allow ng private
ownership of small enterprises), established by
Vladimr |. Lenin in 1921 as a tenporary conprom se
with capitalism stinulated econom c recovery in the
Sovi et Union, and by the m d-1920s agricul tural and
i ndustrial output in Belorussia had reached 1913
| evel s.

Hi storically, Belorussia had been a country of
| andl ords with | arge hol dings, but after the Bol shevik
Revol ution, these | andl ords were repl aced by
m ddl e-cl ass | andhol ders; farmcollectives were
practically nonexistent.

When forced coll ectivization
(Stalin’s policy of consolidating farns
and famlies into large collective state
farms) and confiscation began in 1928,
there was strong resistance, for which
the peasantry paid a high social price:
peasants were allowed to starve in sone
areas, and so-called troubl emakers were
deported to Siberia. Because peasants
sl aughtered their livestock rather than
turn it over to collective farns,
agriculture suffered serious setbacks.

However, the rapid industrialization that
acconpani ed forced coll ectivization enabl ed the Mdscow
governnment to devel op new heavy industry in Belarus
qui ckly.”
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f. Stalinization “puring the period of the NEP,
t he Sovi et governnent relaxed its cul tural
restrictions, and Bel orussi an | anguage and cul ture
flourished. But in the 1930s, when Stalin was fully in
power, Moscow s attitude changed, and it becane
i nportant to Moscow to bind both Belorussia and its
econony as closely to the Soviet Union as possible.

Once again, this nmeant Russification of the people
and the culture. The Bel orussi an | anguage was ref orned
to bring it closer to the Russian | anguage, and history
books were rewitten to show that the Bel orussian
peopl e had strived to be united with Russia throughout
their history. Political persecutions in the 1930s
reached genoci dal proportions, causing popul ation
| osses as great as would occur during World VWar 11 --
nore than 2 mllion persons.”

6. Belorussian Territory under Poland

a. Early liberties “Belorussian territory under
Pol and experienced its own drama. The new Polish
state, where ethnic mnorities, including Belorussians,
Ukrai ni ans, Jews, and Germans, made up one-third of the
country's popul ati on, began as a denocracy.

RNy

Re - The country's 3.5 mllion
Bel orussi ans were able to open their

own primary schools, high schools, and
teachers' coll eges; the governnent
supported cultural activities; and
Bel orussi ans el ected three senators and
el even deputies to the Polish
parlianment, or Sejm in 1922.”

b. Suppression
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(1) Overview “By 1924, however, Pol and's
policy toward ethnic mnorities had changed
drastically.

Under the guise of conbating communi sm nost
Bel orussi an schools were cl osed, and publications in
t he Bel orussi an | anguage were banned. The gover nnent
encouraged ethnic Poles to settle in the Bel orussi an
region, but at the sanme tinme it negl ected the overal
econom ¢ devel opnent of the area.

The Bel orussi an regi on becane an agri cul tural
appendage to a nore industrialized Pol and, and
unenpl oynment and | and hunger were w despread. Between
1925 and 1938, sonme 78,000 people emgrated fromthis
part of Poland in search of work, mainly to France and
Latin Anerica.”

(2) Polish imposition “In May 1926, [Poli sh]
war hero Marshal Jozef Pilsudski (pel-SOOT-skee, 1867-
1935) established an authoritarian regime in Pol and.
The foll owm ng year, when the Bel orussi an
Peasant - and- Wr kers' Uni on spear headed a w despread
prot est against the governnment's oppressive policies in
t he Bel orussian region, the regine arrested and
i nprisoned the union's activists. Further governnental
policies toward the so-called Eastern Territories (the
official name for the Bel orussian and UKrai ni an
regions) were ained at inposing a Polish and Roman
Cat holic character on the region.”

(3) Ethnic persecution “In 1935
Pol and decl ared that it would no | onger
be bound by the League of Nations treaty i
)

_—

on ethnic mnorities, arguing that its
own | aws were adequate.

That sanme year, many Bel orussi ans i n Pol and who
opposed the governnent's policies were placed in a
concentration canp at Byaroza-Kartuzski (Bereza
Kartuska, in Polish).

The Bel orussians |lost their last seat in the
Polish Sejmin the general elections of 1935, and the
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| egi sl ation that guaranteed the right of mnority
communities to have their own schools was repealed in
Novenber 1938. The state then involved itself nore
deeply in religion by attenpting to Pol oni ze the

Ot hodox Church and subordinate it to the governnent.”

7. World War I

a. Soviet harshness 1935-41
“CGermany attacked Pol and on Septenber 1,
1939. Two-and-one-half weeks | ater,

Soviet troops noved into the western
portions of Bel orussia and Ukrai ne.

| gnorant of, or disbelieving the existence
of , mass persecutions under Stalin, nost
Bel orussi ans wel coned the Red Arny, only
to learn quickly of the harsh reality of
comuni sm

Arrests and deportations were common, and the so-
called flourishing of national culture was strictly
circunscri bed by the ideol ogical and political goals of
t he Communi st Party of the Soviet Union. About 300, 000
persons were deported fromwestern Bel orussia to Sovi et
| abor canps between Septenber 1939 and June 1941, when
Germany attacked the Soviet Union.”

b. German designs “In June 1941, when Gernan
t anks swept through Bel orussia toward Moscow, many
Bel orussi ans actually wel conmed the Nazis, thinking that
they would free the Bel orussian people fromtheir
conmmuni st oppressi on.

However, the Nazis' designs for the occupied
territories becanme known soon enough: Gernmani zi ng and
assimlating 25 percent of the Bel orussians and either
ousting or destroying the remaining 75 percent;
parceling out Belorussian territory to the Lithuanian
and Ukrainian adm nistrative divisions and to East
Prussia, while making the central part of Bel orussia
t he Wi ssrut heni sche General bezirk (Bel orussi an
Mlitary District); and placing the eastern portion of
Bel orussia under the German mlitary regine.”
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c. German occupation 1941-44

(1) Devastation “Al t hough
the front was far to the east,
mlitary operations continued within
Bel or ussi a.

During the three years of Nazi occupation,
enor nous devastation was caused by guerrilla warfare,
retaliatory burnings of entire villages by the
occupi ers, mass executions of the Jew sh popul ati on,
and two novenents of the front through the area. Mre
than 2 mllion lives were lost and nore than 1 mllion
bui | di ngs destroyed. An Anerican observer, after six
nmont hs of travel across Belorussia, called it ‘the nost
devastated territory in the world.” Major cities, such
as M nsk and Vitsyebsk (VEET-syipsk, [Vitebsk, in
Russian]), were in ruins.”

(2) Nationalism “One of the political
consequences of the German occupati on was an upsurge of
Bel orussi an nationalism which the German authorities
used for their own ends. Once the Red Arny and Sovi et
adm nistrators fled Bel orussi a ahead of the Nazis,

Bel orussi ans began to organize their own police forces
and adm ni stration, which the Nazis encouraged.

Bel orussians living in Belorussia were assisted by

Bel orussi an anti-Comuni st political refugees who were
permtted to return from Ger many.
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The Nazis permtted the Union of
Bel orussi an Youth to organize in
m d- 1943; the Bel orussian Centr al
Council (BCC) was fornmed as a
sel f-governing auxiliary body in
Decenber 1943; the BCC nobilized a
Bel orussi an Land Defense force in
March 1944; and the All-Bel orussian
Congress was permtted to neet in
Mnsk to rally resistance to the
Russi an communi sts in 1944. However,
none of those neasures changed the
negative attitude of the Bel orussians
toward the brutal occupation regine.”

k/

(3) Deportations “wen the eastern front
began novi ng westward, many Bel orussi ans had to choose
between two evils: life with the Soviets or departure
into exile with the Nazis. Many Bel orussi ans deci ded
to flee, and tens of thousands of them found thensel ves
in Germany and Austria toward the end of World War ||
Sone of those who had been deported as forced | aborers
to Germany agreed to go back to Belorussia, only to be
redeported by the comrunists to Siberia or other renote
pl aces in the Soviet Union. Al those who fled
voluntarily to the West eventually settled in Germany,
ot her West European countries, or overseas.”

8. Stalin and Russification

a. Stalin purges 1945 «“But the
country's msery did not end in the sunmer
of 1944, when the Red Arny "liberated" it
fromthe Nazis.

Stalin ordered sweepi ng purges and mass
deportations of |ocal adm nistrators and nenbers of the
Communi st Party of the Soviet Union (CPSU), as well as
t hose who had col |l aborated with the Nazis in any way,

t hose who had spent the war in slave | abor and prison
canps in Germany and were now ‘i deol ogically

contam nated’ in Stalin's view, those who were
suspected of anti-Soviet sentinents, and those who were
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accused of ‘bourgeois nationalism’® Only in 1971 did
the Belorussian SSR return to its pre-Wrld War |
popul ation level, but without its |arge Jew sh

popul ace.”

b. Wartime loSS “The wartime devastation of
Bel orussi a--the | oss of people, hones, aninmals, public
bui | di ngs, educational and cul tural resources, roads,
communi cations, health care facilities, and the entire
i ndustrial base--was conplete. To make up for the
industrial loss, Stalin ordered the building of new
factories and plants, nore efficient than nost of those
el sewhere in the Soviet Union.”

c. Russification <“one of the devices Stalin used
to ‘protect’ Belorussia (and the rest of the Soviet
Uni on) agai nst possi ble Western influences was a
program of intensive Russification, thus creating a
cordon sanitaire for Russia along the Polish border
Consequently, nost key positions in Mnsk, as well as
in the western provincial cities of Hrodna (CHRAD nah,
Grodno, in Russian) and Brest, were filled by Russians
sent fromel sewhere in the Soviet Union

The Bel orussi an | anguage was
unofficially banned fromofficial use, ]
educational and cultural institutions, s> _

and the mass nedi a, and Bel orussi an G
national culture was suppressed by ~
Moscow. ”

d. Kruschev impositions “This so-call ed
cultural cleansing intensified greatly after 1959, when
Ni kita S. Khrushchev, the CPSU | eader at the tine,
pronounced in M nsk, ‘The sooner we all start speaking
Russian, the faster we shall build conmunism’ The
resi stance of sone students, witers, and intellectuals
in Mnsk during the 1960s and 1970s was net with
harassnment by the Conmttee for State Security (KGB)
and firing fromjobs rather than arrests. Anmong the
best - known di ssidents (persons who disagree with public
policy, often at the cost of their own safety) were the
witer Vasil' Bykaw, the historian Mykol a Prashkovi ch,
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and the worker M khal Kukabaka, who spent seventeen
years in confinenent.”

9. Perestroika

a. Chernobyl “The early days of Mkhail S.
Gor bachev's perestroika in Bel orussia were highlighted
by two maj or events: the Chernobyl disaster of April
26, 1986 (the Bel orussi an SSR absorbed 70 percent of
t he radi oactive contam nants spewed out by the
reactor), and a Decenber 1986 petition sent by
twenty-eight intellectuals to Gorbachev expressing the
Bel orussi an peopl e's fundanental grievances in the
field of culture (‘a cultural Chernobyl').

b. “ Cultural Chernobyl” <wereas the full
i npact of the physical effects of Chernobyl was kept
secret for nore than three years, the ‘cultural
Cher nobyl’ becane a subject of hot discussion and an
inspiration for considerable political activity.

The petition pleaded with Gorbachev to prevent the
‘spiritual extinction’ of the Bel orussian nation and
| aid out nmeasures for the introduction of Bel orussian
as a working | anguage in party, state, and | ocal
governnent bodies and at all |evels of education,
publ i shi ng, mass nedi a, and other fields.

The docunent enbodi ed the aspirations of a
consi derabl e part of the national intelligentsia, who,
havi ng received no positive answer fromthe CPSU
| eadership either in Moscow or in Mnsk, took to the
streets. A nunber of independent youth groups sprang
up, many of which enbraced the national cause. In July
1988, the Organi zational Commttee of the Confederation
of Bel orussi an Youth Associations called for ‘support
of the radical restructuring of Belorussia.’”
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c. Stalin’s graves “In June
1988, mass graves, allegedly with
up to 250,000 of Stalin's victins,
were found near M nsk at Kurapaty.
Thi s sensational discovery fuel ed
denunci ations of the old regime and
br ought demands for reforns.

An Cct ober denonstration, attended by about 10, 000
peopl e and di spersed by riot police, comenorated these
victinse as well as expressing support for the
Bel arusi an Popul ar Front (BPF), which had been forned
earlier in the nonth in hopes of encouraging reform?”

d. Political apathy <“The group of activists who
called for reformwas relatively small; nost people,
al t hough angry about the graves, remained both attached
to Soviet ways and politically apathetic, believing
that all these public activities would make no
difference in the long run.

The March 4, 1990, elections to the republic's
Suprene Soviet illustrated the extent of political
apat hy and ideological inertia. O the 360 seats in
the legislature, fifteen were unfilled (at |east el even
remai ned so nore than a year later); of those el ected,
86 percent bel onged to the Comruni st Party of
Bel orussia (CPB). This conservative mgjority was not
alone in slowi ng the pace of reforns.

A majority of the republic's popul ation, 83
percent, also voted conservatively in the March 17
all-union referendumon the preservation of the Soviet
Uni on, even though the Supreme Soviet of the
Bel orussi an SSR adopted the Declaration of State
Sovereignty of the Bel arusian Sovi et Socialist Republic
on June 27, 1990 (followi ng the Russian exanple of sone
two weeks earlier).”

10. Independent Belarus
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a. State Sovereignty “Fol | owi ng t he August 1991
coup d' etat in Mdscow and decl arations of independence
by Estonia, Latvia, and Ukraine, the Suprene Soviet in
M nsk decl ared t he i ndependence of Bel arus on August
25, 1991, by giving its Declaration of State
Sovereignty the status of a constitutional docunent and
renam ng the country the Republic of Bel arus.

The di sorientation that overtook the conmunists in
t he wake of the coup was used by liberals and
nationalist refornmers in various structures to advance
their cause...”

b. CIS “Shushkyevich's support for the
continuation of sonme kind of union culmnated on
Decenber 8, 1991, in his signing of the M nsk
Agreenent, which established the Comonweal t h of
| ndependent States (CIS). On Decenber 21, el even
former Soviet republics expanded the CI'S by issuing the
Al ma- Ata Decl aration. M nsk becane the headquarters of
the CS.”

“The Al ma- Ata Decl aration, signed

by el even heads of state on 21 Dec (g %
1991, expanded nmenbership in the CISto
all other fornmer Soviet republics
except Estonia, Georgia, Latvia, and

Li t huania. Ml dova joined the CIS in
April 1994. The CISis a confederation
of former Soviet republics in which
‘coordinating bodies’ oversee common
interests in the econony, foreign
policy, and defense of its nenbers.”

c. New constitution “After nuch negoti ati on and
consi derabl e revision, the Suprene Soviet adopted a new
constitution, which went into effect on March 30, 1994.
The new docunent created the office of president,
decl ared Bel arus a denocracy with separation of powers,
granted freedom of religion, and proclainmed Belarus's
goal of becom ng a neutral, non-nuclear state. The
wi nner of the quickly organized el ection was Al yaksandr
Lukashyenka, whose pro-Russian sentinents and policies
seened destined to unite Belarus with Russia in sone
way. ”
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11. Tightening of Russian Ties

a. Remnants of “ Soviet”

mentality “Perhaps the nost
dramatic indication that the Soviet
mentality is alive and well in

Bel arus was the hot-air ball oon
tragedy in Septenber 1995. A yearly
international hot-air balloon race
starting in Swtzerland included
three United States ball oons that
crossed the border into Bel arus.

Al t hough Bel arusi an authorities had been notified
of the race earlier, the Belarusian mlitary fired at
one of the balloons, claimng that it did not have any
identification and that sensitive mlitary
installati ons were nearby.

The two Anerican pilots of the balloon were killed
when a mssile caused their hydrogen-filled balloon to
expl ode.

The pilots of a second ball oon
|l eft the country before any probl ens
arose, but authorities detained the
pilots of the third balloon for a
day before releasing them The
Bel arusi an governnment issued an
of ficial apology for the shooting
that accepted ‘a certain anount’ of
bl anme but nevertheless tried to
justify the mlitary's response.
Many peopl e were convinced that this
woul d not be the |ast manifestation
of Belarus's Cold War nentality.”

b. Russian ties “In both Bel arus and Ml dova,
there are many who wish to return to the days of the
Soviet Union for a variety of reasons, sone econonic,
sonme nostal gic, and sone fearful. |In Belarus these
conservatives (ethnic Belarusians as well as ethnic
Russians) are in the mgjority and are to be found
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t hroughout the popul ation and the governnent. Their
domnation is felt not only in the political arena but
in the social sphere as well...

Bel arus' s president, Alyaksandr Lukashyenko, and
hi s governnent continued their pro-Russian policies and
their Soviet-era nentality. Wen Othodox Patriarch
Al eksey Il of Mdscow and All Russia visited Belarus in
July [1995], Lukashyenka prai sed the Othodox Church
whi | e reproachi ng the Roman Catholic Church for its
active prosel ytizing and politicking.

When subway workers in Mnsk went on strike in
August, the governnment sent special police units and
Mnistry of Interior troops against them |In addition,
Lukashyenka reacted angrily to information that United
States and Polish trade unions, including Solidarity,
were providing financial assistance to the striking
wor kers t hrough Bel arusi an nongover nnent al uni ons.

Al so in August (1995), the president ordered that
books published in 1992-95 be renoved from secondary
schools and institutes of higher education. [In other
wor ds, these schools would return to using Sovi et
t ext books.”

c. Legal ties A pact signed on 2 April 1996
I i nked Bel arus and Russian political and econom c
systens. New accords, signed in spring of 1997,
tightened these ties even further.

On 25 Dec 1998, President Lukashyenko of Bel arus
and President Yeltsin of Russia signed an accord
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proposi ng plans to unify Russian and Bel arusi an rubl es,
enact identical custons regul ati ons, agree on neasures
to protect donestic industries and standardize
regul ati ons on nonopolies like electrical utilities.
Presi dent Lukashyenko said “he hoped that the two
countries would enter the mllenniumas one” (New York
Tines, 26 Dec. 1998, p. Al).

“Use all of your brain.”
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Vocabulary List: Historical Overview--Belarus

Collectivization soviet policy of breaking up small farms and
gathering all workers into collectives or massive
agricultural projects.

Dissident one who goes against set policy or government, often
at peril of their life.

Kalinowski, Kastus (1838-64) cCalled by many the father of
Bel orusian nationalism he led a failed insurrection agai nst
Russia in 1863.

New Economic Policy Lenin's economic plans of 1921-28. In
this tenporary conpronmise with capitalism sone economc
recovery occurred.

Polatsk (PAH | ahtsk) Located sonme 120 mles north northwest of
M nsk, this city becane the nucl eus of nodern-day Bel arus

Polonize The forced accul turation of Polish ways upon the
peopl es of Bel arus.

Riga, Treaty of (1921) Division of Belorusia into a western
portion (absorbed into Poland), central region (Belorussian
Sovi et Socialist Republic) and eastern portion (becom ng
part of Russia).

Russification The forced acculturation of Russian ways upon the
peopl es of Bel arus.

Uniate Catholic Church (Yoo nee-at) Church formed at the
Uni on of Brest. Uniates recognized the pope in Rone but
kept traditional Othodox ritual.
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Review Quiz: Historical Overview--Belarus

Part 1--Fill in the Blanks Fill in the

bl anks with the npbst correct word fromthe
list that follows. Not all words |isted
will be used.

. , acity 120 mles north by north east of

M nsk, is the city which becane the “nucl eus of nodern-day

Bel arussia.” After the Tartar overthrow of Kiev in 1240,
(2 exerted control over the Bel arussian region
The (3 Cat holi ¢ Church acknow edges the Pope in

Rone yet retains traditional Eastern Othodox rites and custons.

The (4) establ i shed the Uni ate Church.

(5 was the process whereby Russians sought to
change the nation identity of non-Russians to one simlar to

theirs.

An insurrectionist |eader, active in the md 1800s, who is

now consi dered a foundi ng father of Belarussian nationalism was
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The Treaty of (7) , 1n 1921, divided Bel arussi a

into the Polish Bel arussian Sovi et Socialist Republic

(Bel arussian SSR), and Russi an sections.

Viadimr Lenin's (8) (1921-28) all owed sone | ocal

| evel capitalist ventures. (9) , the reunification of

t he people and culture under Stalin, effectively w ped out the

NEP.

After Perestroika, the term“cultural (10) ”

descri bed concern that Belarussian culture would face “spiritual

extinction.”

Pol at sk Est oni a Uni on of Brest

Uni at e Pol and Uni on of Lublin

Roman Li t huani a Kal i nowski

Russi fication HOO- AH! Ri ga

Fidel Castro Lech Wal esa New Econom c Policy (NEP)
Stalinization Cher nobyl
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Part 2--Multiple Choice Ppiace the letter
of the npbst correct answer in the bl ank
provi ded.

1 Wthin 17th century Bel arus, the Orthodox and Uniate

Chur ches often

a. shared the sane pastors and prayerbooks.
b. engaged in bitter struggles.
c. sought independence fromany nationalist control.

2. Pol oni zation refers to

a. efforts made by Polish, Russian and Bel arusi an | eadership
to strengthen ties between the three countries, |eading
to their future grow h.

b. the process of inposing Polish culture on non-Polish
peopl es.

c. the devel opnent of the sport of polo within Belarus and
Great Britain.

3. During the period 1906-18, Bel arus experienced
a. increased bans on its distinct literature, |anguage and
culture.
b. a flowering of national and cultural interests.
c. many strikes and riots over the high price of foods.

4. Under Lenin’s New Econom c Policy (NEP) of 1921-28,
a. nost business activity in Belarus ground to a standstill.
b. small businesses flourished and econom c recovery took
pl ace.
c. forced collectivization took place with a resulting
stability in the Bel arusi an countrysi de.
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5. One result of Mdscow s policy of forced collectivization

wi thin Bel arus was t hat

a. farmers received new John Deere tractors to work the new
col | ecti ves.

b. cattle nunbers increased by 50% as there was much nore
efficient grazing room

c. heavy industry came rapidly to the Bel arus region.

6. Bel arus popul ation | osses, due to political persecutions
in the 1930s under Stalin, approached citizens.

a. 20,000

b. 200, 000

c. 2mllion
7. During World War 11, Belarus

a. was spared nuch destruction due to her neutral position.

b. becane devastated due to guerrilla war, occupation,
executions of Jew sh citizens and novenents of war
fronts through the area.

8. After all the Wrld War Il devastation, Stalin purged

and deported Belarusian citizens. He also introduced

a. new, up-to-date factories and plants in the region.

b. Mbscowtrained Bel orusian security police within key
| eadershi p positions.

c. met hods whereby Bel arusi an | anguage coul d experi ence a
significant rebirth.

9. The Chernobyl disaster of 26 April 1986 had
a. little effect on Belarus as wi nds bore radiation to
Europe rather than into the country.
b. tremendous negative inpact on nuch of Belarus due to its
cl ose location to the Ukraine.
c. inpact primarily on students and witers in Bel arus.
Most others just continued with their business.
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10. The 1988 di scovery of mass graves near M nsk, many of

whom were victins of Stalin’s purges, led to

a. crimnal trials in the Hague, Netherl ands.

b. demands for societal reform and denunciations of Russian
over si ght.

c. political renewal and increased awareness of the dangers
of Soviet/Russian ties.

“I'n 1965, | was crippled and I was all alone (in a North
Vi et nanese prison). | realized that they had all the power. |
couldn’t see how | was ever going to get out with nmy honor and
self-respect. The one thing | came to realize was that if you
don’t lose your integrity you can’'t be had and you can’'t be hurt.
Conmprom ses multiply and build up when you’' re working agai nst a
skilled extortionist or manipulator. You can’t be had if you
don’'t take that first shortcut, of ‘neet them hal fway, as they
say, or look for that tacit deal, or nmake that first conpromse.”
Adm ral James B. Stockdal e,
i nside cover, United States Air Force Val ues
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